
The Sign of the End (2) 

Flee or Fight? (V. 14b-23) 

Discussion Questions: 
 

(Introduction) – The abomination of desolation is/will be unmistakable.  Jesus took for granted 

that His hearers would recognize it as He spoke to them (v. 14a).  With this in mind, this passage 

is not about recognizing the abomination of desolation when it appears.  Rather, it’s about 

responding to it in the correct way. 

 

 

(Point 1) – Jesus said to flee when the abomination of desolation appears.  He told His followers 

to make haste and don’t go back for anything left behind.  This would have been received very 

poorly by His Jewish audience for two reasons: 1) The last time an abomination of desolation 

appeared the Jews fought back against it and won spectacularly, and 2) Their desire to repeat this 

victory was prompting them to fight against Rome.  Fleeing from the abomination of desolation 

was a reprehensible thought to the Jews at this time. 

• Do you feel that Christianity is under threat today?  If yes, which way are you inclined to 

respond?  Are you looking to retreat into God’s protection?  Or are you looking for ways 

to “fight back” against the threat (arming yourself, electing aggressive political leaders 

who will “fight back” on our behalf, etc.) 

• In general, who are the most popular political leaders to Christians right now?  Why are 

they so popular?  Is it because they mirror the character of Christ?  Or is it because they 

are aggressive and confrontational?  What does this tell us about the state of the church 

right now? 

• Does retreat feel like “weakness” to you?  Why?  Is there a way that “retreat into God’s 

protection” can reveal strength? 

• What does “retreating into God’s protection” rather that “fighting back” looking like 

practically? 

 

 

The Jews won a spectacular military victory against the Greeks in response to Antiochus IV’s 

abomination in 168BC.  However, the lasting effect of this victory on the hearts of the Jewish 

nation was to harden them against Christ (when He appeared) and prompt them to fight (when 

the abomination of desolation appeared in 70AD).  In the long run, it is arguable that the Jews’ 

victory against the Greeks sowed the seeds of their eventual destruction.    

• How do you view “winning?”  Is victory the destruction of your enemies?  Or is it 

becoming more like Jesus no matter the cost in this world? 

• How do you view “success?”  Is success getting more sales, money, followers, 

subscribers, etc.?  Or is it becoming more like Jesus no matter the cost in this world? 

• What view of victory and success do you see the church representing thought it’s 

behavior right now (e.g. mega-churches and aggressive political activism)? 

 

 

 



(Point 2) – Jesus said to flee because: 1) Those who fight will be overcome in unspeakable 

tribulation, and 2) Those who flee will escape that fate.  In 70AD the vast majority of the Jewish 

nation chose to fight back from behind the walls of Jerusalem rather than flee and they 

experienced the unspeakable suffering Jesus warned of as a result.  However, the relatively few 

who fled avoided this fate. 

• Does the Bible teach that God’s faithful will experience or escape the tribulation to come 

(1 Thessalonians 5:9)? 

• Is a “pre-tribulation rapture” the only option for escaping the tribulation or does Mark 

13:14-23 reveal a different way?   

 

 

(Point 3) – Jesus concluded by warning against false messiahs and teachers because these would 

be instrumental in mobilizing the Jewish masses to fight.  This is exactly what happened in 

70AD. 

• Are their equivalent influences today who fuel anger and resentment in God’s people, 

mobilize them to fight, and claim to represent God’s interests the entire time?  If yes, 

name some examples. 


